
Keep stock  
out of the tide

MORE INFORMATION

Get in touch with Northland Regional Council’s land 

management team on 0800 002 004.

HOW WE CAN HELP

ADVICE

Our land management staff can offer technical advice to all 

landowners.  If a fence is needed, the type of fencing required 

will depend on factors such as terrain, stock type, permanence of 

fence, and building and material costs – we can help you weigh 

up the options.

HELP FOR LANDCARE AND COASTCARE GROUPS 

Groups can be far more effective than individuals when it comes 

to sustainable land management and coast protection.  Our land 

management staff can help you:

•	 Get in contact with a group in your area

•	 Find out how to set up your own group

•	 Apply for funding

•	 Identify relevant issues in your area. 

SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT

Putting Northland first
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Contact us: 
Öpua Office

Unit 10, Öpua Marine Park,  

Öpua 0200.

T: 09 402 7516 | F: 09 402 7510

Kaitäia Office

192 Commerce Street,  

Kaitäia 0410.

T: 09 408 6600 | F: 09 408 6601

Telephone: 09 438 4639  Facsimile: 09 438 0012

Email: mailroom@nrc.govt.nz

Freephone: 0800 002 004

24/7 Environmental Hotline: 0800 504 639

Website: www.nrc.govt.nz

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NorthlandRegionalCouncil

Twitter: www.twitter.com/NRCExpress

Our coast

Dargaville Office

61B Victoria Street,  

Dargaville 0310.

T: 09 439 3300 | F: 09 439 3301

Main Office

36 Water Street, Whängärei.

Private Bag 9021, Whängärei  

Mail Centre, Whängärei 0148

THE OPTIONS FOR EXCLUDING STOCK

In many areas, there are natural obstacles to stop stock from 

getting into coastal marine areas.  

If there’s no natural obstacle you will need to put up some form 

of fencing or other barrier.  Keeping stock out of tidal areas will 

not only produce environmental benefits, but can also make 

stock management easier.

The best form of fencing will depend on the site and the stock 

involved. In many situations a single hot wire, which is put in 

place when the stock are in the affected paddocks, can be a  

cost-effective and efficient system. 

Other alternatives include electric fences consisting of one or 

more wires or post and batten fences.

Our council advisors can discuss fencing options with you
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When stock get into tidal areas they can pollute the water and cause real damage to important ecological environments. 

Under regional council rules, farmers must keep their stock out of Northland’s ‘coastal marine area’.  This is the area below the mean 

high-water spring tide mark – often recognised by the highest line of seaweed and driftwood on the beach – plus certain areas of tidal 

streams and rivers.

The stock exclusion rule aims to protect the coastal marine area’s ecological health and water quality from the adverse effects of 

browsing, pugging and animal effluent.

To help protect our important coastal marine areas, 

Northland rules require farmers to keep their stock 

out of the tide.  

There are different ways to exclude your stock, and 

the council’s land management advisors can help 

you determine the best option for your situation.

THE PROBLEM

STOCK BROWSING AND PUGGING

•	 Damages native plants, saltmarsh and other estuarine and 

harbour edge vegetation.

•	 Crushes crabs and shellfish and disturbs whitebait breeding 

grounds.

•	 Damages eel grass beds, which are habitat and breeding 

grounds for native fish.

•	 Can spread weeds.

•	 Damages dunes and dune plants. 

ANIMAL WASTE (DUNG AND URINE)

•	 Contains viruses and bacteria which build up in filter-

feeding shellfish and can endanger local food gatherers 

and recreational users.

•	 Can impact on the aquaculture industry, which relies on 

clean water. 

Pugging on the coastal margin.


